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TheSerial of DlvmeActsof Lord TlrumaJa
Sri Venkateswarain order to establish his
“HARINAAMAKSHETRA” in Telangana
alikeanother TIRUPATHI.

additiontothis, Heordered meto get thedivine
feelings published which were blessed by him
in order to make the devotees as partnersin

“Servant of Sri Venkateshwara”

- Govinda Dasu (Pullagurla Sai Reddy) of present part-30 is its part only September

2020 to December 2020).

18th Offering of 7 Crore Japa to Lord Sri
Venkateswaraof Tirumala

September 2020: For the past six months, the
COVID-19 pandemic had been spreading acrossthe
country, in view of which, the government imposed
restrictionson assemblies. Spiritual gatheringswere
especially prohibited. For many days, devoteeswere
not alowedintothe TTD temple. Only from July 2020
werealimited number of devotees permitted. Since
Tirupati isatourist centre, the spread of COVID there
was high. For the 18th Japa offering, TTD granted
permissionfor only six peopleto performtheoffering.
However, because of fear of COVID, the peoplein
our office advised menot to go to Tirupati. My wife
and children also told me not to go. As aresult, we
cancelled therathayatra. We performed three days of
worship at our homein Hyderabad and sent the Japa
.’ ): to Tirupati viatransport. Even though we could not go,
G+ werequested the S.V. Diary Farm officialstokindly

” maketheofferi ng on our behaf. On Gokul ashtami day,
5 06-09-2020, we conducted a yajnain front of the

Direction: Lord Tirumala Sri /*lﬁ J
Venkateswara decided to arrange his :s%
“HARINAAMA KSHETRA” near our '-'“TL.‘
“Gardenwedll” inmy nativevillageChinna ¢
Gundavelli, 7 km. away from Sidhipet. He
directed meto construct at least thereplica
of TirumalaTemple upto two compound
walls(Silver Doors). He assured methat
Hewill stay here permanently foreverin ~
this area by himself and bless the
devotees. Also He suggested to arrange
Akhanda Harinam Smaran (chanting
constantly) by variousdevoteesin shift
systemwith no break. Healsoinformed
meto get blessed by Bhagavataas (grest
devotees) in order toget eligibilityto
invite Lord from Tirumala besides ::
rigorous practice (Sadhana).

Sarting thetraining from April i
2000, thro’ my dreams, Hedisclosed -
the actual matter in April 2022. In



Namo Venkatesayachariot in our homeand prayed
totheL ord. Together with our neighbours, weaso
commenced the 19th offering of 7 crore Japa.

Thus, dueto COVID, without conducting the
rathayatraand without going to Tirupati, weoffered
the 18th round of 7 crore Japawith aheavy heart -
seeking forgiveness of the Lord and praying that
Heaccept the offering. Thisyear’sJgpasubmission
proceeded in avery smple manner. But | never
imagined thet thiswoul d becomethemost sgnificant
eventandaturning pointinmy life.

Showing Proof That theKalyanamsWere
Granted by DivineWill

It iswell known that | had taken avow to
conduct 111 Kayanamsfor Lord Sri Venkateswara
of Tirumaal Preparationsfor thishave been underway.
| used to pray daily in many ways asking that this
programme begin soon.

(* Japa — recitation of the Lord’s name, in this case written

down. Kalyana— Ceremonial wedding of the Lord)

But sincetherewasno responsefromtheL ord,
adoubt arosein me—"Isthisprogramme happening
because Heredly wantsitto?’

Immediately, | prayedtotheLordthus:”O Lord
Sri venkameswara! If thisprogrammehasindeed been
grantedtomeout of Your own liking, then pleaseshow
me the dream of this Kalyana Utsava to any one
devotee, andinthat dream show measwell. After thet,
let them tell methat they had such adream and saw me
init. Only thenwill | feel happy, andwill believethat it
isYouwhoismaking thishappen becauseyouwant it.”

Accepting this condition, the Lord showed the
following beautiful divineact.

| began telling the devotees| knew that we had
undertaken this new service to the Lord - the

programme of conducting Kalyanams - and started
reguesting them to support it. Among them was Sri
Ramesh from Warasiguda, agood servant and devotee
of the Lord. He had also accompanied our Namo
Venkatesayachariot for severa years. When| told him
about the Kayanam programme, hewas very happy
and said hewould help to the best of hisability. After
reading the details of theresolve (sankal pa), hewas
filled with supremebliss. Joyfully, he even uploaded
thesankal pa on hisFacebook page. Using thisRamesh,
theLordfulfilled my prayer inthefollowing manner:

Dream of 06-09-2020: Thisdream wasdreamt
by Sri Ramesh, who narrated it to measfollows: Inthe
first Kalyanam out of thetotal 111 we had resolved to
perform, everything happened very well. Many devotees
witnessed it and were happy. After the Kalyanam, all
the devotees came to me and to Ramesh, who was
standing besdeme, and said, “It wasvery nice- please
conduct oneat our placeaswdll. “They werecrowding
around us, asking in many wayshow they couldinvite
usto conduct aKayanam for them. Unableto handle
somany people, | saidinthedream, “ Ramesh, so many
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devoteesarecoming - let’'sgo.” Whilehewasriding
the scooter and | was sitting behind him, somemore
devotees ran after us.That was the dream. When
Ramesh told methistoday, | was overjoyed and felt
happy that the L ord had shown His acceptance of this
sarvice.
Sri Lakshmi (Andal Mata) ExpressesHer
Consent for theKalyanams

27-09-2020

0On 26-09-2020, wereceived photosover Whats
App from Kumbakonam showing that theidolswehad
ordered for the Kalyanamswere completed. Because
theidolshad been gold-polished, they looked beautiful.
| lovingly, carefully, and eagerly looked at them. We
still needed to have the marriage seats, thrones, and

storage boxesfor theidols prepared. | wasthrilled that
thetimehad cometo begin anew service programme
for theLord. My mind leapt withjoy.

For the past two or threedays, | had beentrying
to write the editorial for the October 2020 issue of
“Sri Venkatesam”, but | kept discarding everything
as| felt that whatever | had writtenwasn'tright. This
had never happened before. Finally, on 27-09-2020,
under the SravaGa star, | wrotethe editorial:

| stated that the i Vienkateswara Mahamantra
Peetham had begun on Dussehra day in 2002, and
that starting from Dussehra2020, wewere commencing
another new Kalyanam servicetotheLord. | prayed
that thisprogramme should bring me happiness, that |
should never fed “thisisenough” butinstead continually




fed alongingfor moresarvice | prayedtoLord Tirumaa
Sri Venkateswara, along with Sridevi and Bhudevi, to
grant methe strength and support needed to conduct
thisprogramme. Not only did | writethisintheeditorid,
| aso prayed truly, deeply, and wholeheartedly tomy
Lord and to Sri Mahalakshmi and Padmavati
Ammavaruwith devotion. My wholebody thrilled with
Spiritua emotion. But | dsofelt aconcerninmy mind-
until now | had received only Lord Venkateswara's
permission, but not the mother Goddess's(Lakshmi’s)
permission. | believed that for aKayanam, the consent
of both isnecessary.

Immediately, with great longing, tearsflowing
frommy eyes, | prayed to Sri Mahaaxmi to give her
consent and permission for the Kayanams. | pleaded
earnestly that she appear in any form she liked -
Laksmidevi, Padmavatidevi, Godadevi, or Andal- and
grant her approval.

Aspart of our spiritual discipline, for quitesome
time we had devel oped the habit of worshipping the
Lord at 3 am. on every SavaGa star day. Since
27-09-2020 was Sravana, Surekhawokeup at 2a.m.
and prepared everything, while | got up at 2:30,
completed my bath, and at exactly 3a.m. lit theghee
lampwith 108 wicks, prayedtotheLord, and thenlay
down again. That very morning, | had thisdream:

Everyone in my native village,
Chinnagundavelli, followsthe Saivatradition. Only
onefamily - that of RamanayyaPantulu- belonged to
the traditional Srivaisnava lineage. They had one
daughter named Andal, older than me. When| wasa
child, shewasmarried and sent to Hyderabad. Over
time, their whole family moved permanently to
Hyderabad and even sold their old house. Sincel used
to play with her inmy childhood, | remember her face
Clearly.

TheDream

That day inthedream, | saw mysdlf inmy native
village, Chinnagundavelli. Though | now live in
Hyderabad, in thedream | had gonethereto conduct
something likeaKayanamfor theLord. | wasstaying
inour old house. At one point, | went to the village
squarefor somework. There, | saw Andal exactly as
shewaswhen shewas sixteen yearsold. Sheappeared
with six or seven of her friends, talking among
themselves. The strangething wasthat whilel looked
my ageas| amtoday - sixty yearsold - she appeared
not as her present sixty-four-year-old self, but asa
sixteen-year-old unmarried girl, with the same
expressions and features she had back then. |
immediately recognised her as Andal from my
childhood.

Sheworeablueskirt,awhitewrap, had areddish
complexion, full cheeks, and abeautiful tirunamam
on her forehead. Her featureswerejust liketheAndal
weseein pictures. Sinceit wastheday of theKayanam,
everyoneinthevillage had decorated their houseswith
flower garlandsand mango-leaf festoons. Thewhole
villagelooked festive. Meanwhile, someof the people
who serve our Namo Venkatesaya chariot were
bringing something on an ox-cart - alarge object about
fivefeet long and two feet wide, wrapped in awhite
cloth. Assoonas| saw it, acelestia voice (akasavani)
announced that the Lord wasarriving for the Kayanam.
Somefamiliesnearby were preparedtoinvitethe Lord
intotheir homes.

Seeing this, Anda said, “You must cometo our
housetoo. | will go and prepare everything. | will be
ready.” Shethen ran off quickly. Hesitantly, | asked
her, “But didn’'t you sell your house here? Do you till
haveahomeinthisvillage?” Shereplied, “Yes, wedo,”
and hurried toward what she said wastheir new house
to get everything ready. She invited me again with
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eagerness. At that moment, adeep inner feeling arose
inmewhen shesaid, “I will adorn myself asthebride.
You must come, take me, and conduct thewedding.”

Thedream ended there.

Thus, Sri Andal Matagave her consent for the
Kayanamswith Lord Sri Venkatesvaraof Tirumala. |
feltimmensejoy that Amma’sblessingshad aso been
received.

Background totheBeginning
of the SrinivasaKalyanams

| had completely surrendered mysalf toLord Sri
Venkatesvara. | lost my senseof my individudity. The
feeling “ 1 am nothing except Hisservant” arosefrom
thevery root of my being. Whileserving Him, | stopped
thinking about myself; | felt, “My well-beingisHis
responsibility.” Thistransformation happenedin me
through the Lord’sowninner training.

But after the 16th Japa Samar pana, thisfeding
dipped into adormant state within me. Noticing this,
Lord Venkateswara performed afew divine actsto
awakenmeagain.

24-10-2020 For thelast 18 years, the services|
had been offering to the L ord were -

1. Theannud offering of 7 crorejapa
2. TheNamo Venkatelidya RathaYatra
3. TheBhgaGovindam program

werenever thingsthat theLord explicitly asked
for. | undertook these serviceson my own devotion,
and whenever | prayed for the strength to remove
obstaclesand completethem successfully, Heaways
responded swiftly and helped. But He never first
demanded these servicesfrom me. Similarly, eventhe
current serviceof 111 K alyanamswas not something
theLord asked for. But when | repeatedly pleaded for
anew opportunity to serve Him more, He granted it.

6

Now | am 60 yearsold. Though still continuing the
earlier services, my determination and enthusiasm
weakened, thinking that the previousvowswere mostly
completed. A strong longing arosefor anew service-
one suited to my age and physical strength. | would
repeatedly say toHim: “I amYours. Thisbody isYours.
Pleaseuseit for somegood that benefitstheworld.” On
my 60th birthday, thefedling arosethat lifewasmoving
towarditsend, andthat | had not yet truly fulfilled myself
inHisservice. Thehalting of the RathaYatraadded to
thissenseof emptiness. | felt deeply painedthat | seemed
to bedrifting away fromHisservice.

Overcomewithemoation, | pleadedwiththeLord:
“You promised to grant me unbroken service. But now,
isitrighttostopit midway?AreYouwithdrawing Your
word?If You abandon me, how can | live?Who else
do | have?lsthishow my fortune should turn out to
be?’

Meanwhile, | asked my revered elder, U.Ve. Sri
Maringanti Kulasekharacharya, what | should do on
my 60th birthday. He advised me to perform an
Ayurveda-based ‘Health Sacrifice’ (ArogyaYajna)
for apeaceful movement through my remaining life.
Hearing this, my heart becamerestless. Applyingit to
my liferaised difficult questions: | am not living for
myself. | liveasthe property of Sri Venkateswara. |
surrendered everything - my identity, my freedom-and
live a life fully dedicated to Him. So, when
Kulasekharacharyasuggested aritua for my ownfuture
well-being, | felt extremely disturbed. Should | take
back alife once offered to the Lord? Should | again
become the owner of my own life and maintain a
Separate persond identity?

Intheend, | decided: “1 will not takeresponsibility
for arranging thegood or bad of my remaininglife. That
isnot my work.” Andso| did not performtheyana. In
thisway, without my knowledge, theservant-feding that



had slipped into dormancy awakened onceagain. At
thesametime, | feared that my fortune of servingthe
Lordwascomingtoanend. | becamedeeply reflective,
andfetasif my body had lost dl vitality and energy. |
did not know what to do.

Every day | prayedtotheLord: “Thisbody is
Yours. | amYours. Please use mefor any work that
benefitstheworld.” That wasmy constant prayer. For
the past four to five months, during the specia worship
| perform on every Sravana Naksatra, | have been
offering the same prayer.

Finally, my birthday arrived on 01-07-2020,
which aso happenedto bethefirst Ekadas of thet year.
Because COVID-19 was spreading severely at the
time, we conducted the SrinivasaK dyanamat our home
inthe presence of only eight people. It pained methat
so few were present at the divinewedding of my Lord,
the Lord of thisuniverse. | felt thiswasunworthy of
Him. Moreover, | am His servant - | must perform
worshipfor others, through others; | should not perform
worshipfor myself. So, thissituation did not fed right.
With such thoughts, | sat inthe Kalyanam, praying to
theLord.

At that moment, athought arosein me: Inthe
remaining yearsof my life, | must arrange for many
Kayanamsto be performed for my Lord through His
devotees. Theideatook root in my mind to createa
proper venueand conduct numerousKayanamsinthe
presenceof thousands. Thus, the seed of the Kalyanam
project sprouted. | felt that the Lord had blessed me
with another worthy service.

Later, on 19-07-2020, | communicated this
resolvetotheLord. | asobegan preparing specid idols
and thronesrequired for the ceremonies. Many people
| knew said the resolve was good, but Sriman
Kulasekharacharyulu disagreed specifically regarding
the21-inchidols. Thisagain created fear in my mind.

7

Eventually, the Lord indicated that | should proceed
with what | had decided. On 19-10-2020, the three
idolsarrived at my home. But dueto COVID-19, the
government had banned assembliesof people. Spiritua
gatheringswerethusnot alowed to hgppen. Under such
circumstances, | worried about when the Kalyanam
program would begin. According to my resolve,
between Dasara 2020 and Dasara 2021, at least
seven Kalyanams had to be completed. Otherwise, |
risked failureright inthefirst year. So, every day, |
prayedtotheL ordto create proper conditionsto begin
theKayanams. Hearing my repested prayers, theLord
showed thefollowing divineact, indicating, that | was
falling behindin conducting the Kalyanam programs.
Thisdream cameto meon 24-10-2020, theday of the
Navaratri Brahmotsava Cakrasnanam.

TheL ord showingmethat | wasfalling
behind in conductingtheK alyanam Programs

Thiswasawonderful dream, showing that Lord
Sri Venkateswarahad shown compassion. Thedream
reved ed that He waseven more eager than | wasabout
the Kayanam program. It also proved thetruth of the
saying: “If we take one step toward God, He takes
four steps toward us. “For some time, | had been
repeatedly praying to both the Lord and the Goddess
to allow the Kalyanam program to begin soon. That
day, | prayed even moreintensely. My body shivered;
tearsflowed - whether fromjoy or from the sorrow of
waiting, | cannot tell, but tears rolled down my
cheeks Prayingtomy Lord, | Sghed onceand said:” Will
| not be blessed with Your service?” Soon afterward, |
had thisdream.

Dream of 25-10-2020: Inthedream, our Namo
Venkatesayaratham wastraveling to aplacewherethe
Lord'sKayanamwasto be conducted. Chanting“Om
Namo Venkatesaya” the chariot wasracing at great
speed through thecity streets.Our driver, Kaleem, was
drivingit.



Thestreets of that city werevery wide, witha
tarred road, resembling an important area of
Hyderabad. The chariot wasmoving forward swiftly. ..
| wasfollowing the chariot on ascooter. The chariot
kept going ahead, moving fast asif saying “ You are
late,” whileloudly chanting “Om Namo Venkatesaya.”
| toofelt that | waslate, so| sped up and rode asfast
asl couldtofollow it. Although the chariot itself was
no longer visible, thesound “ Om Namo Venkatesaya’
wasstill audible. | kept riding quickly inwhichever
direction the sound was coming from. Soon | reached
alargefour-road junction. Therewasnooneelseon
theroad except me. The sound was coming fromthe
right, so| hadtoturnright. But sincel wasgoing very
fast, | could not turn immediately. When | finally
attempted the turn, my vehiclewasmoving so quickly
that it almost hit theroadsi de kerb stone, passing very
closetoit. My companion, Surekha, whowascoming
behind me on another vehicle, saw thisand shouted,
“Careful! Careful!” | couldn’t see her, but | heard her
voice. Somehow, regaining control, | managed to steer

the scooter away without hitting thestone. Then| turned
ontotheright road and continued following thechariot.
Now Surekhatoo wasfollowing meon ancther vehicle.
It wasavery widetar road. Coming toward uswere
many peopledressed like soldiers, riding decorated
horses. Thehorsestoo were ornamented. They looked
like the peoplewho accompany awedding procession
riding beautifully adorned horsesand wearing specia
outfits They hddvarioushrightly shiningimagesinduding
symbalslikethoseof Lord Sri Rama, aongwith Hindu
decoraionsandfegtivecloth banners. They werecoming
toward me, smiling softly among themsal vesand saying
that our Namo Venkatesaya chariot |ooked beautiful
and impressive. When we asked them whether they
had seen the chariot, they replied that it had gone ahead
that way. Even after going somedistancefurther, | il
could not catch up with thechariot. Thentheroad split
into two. | asked the people nearby which direction
the chariot had gone and tried to follow that way. In
short... thechariot had gonefar ahead, out of my reach.



Eventudlly, even the sound of the chant becamefaint -
barely audible. Thismeant that our chariot wasracing
ahead very fadt. | felt that | would not be ableto catch
it, 0| dowed down and continued following e acamer
pace. Inthisarea, Surekhatoo wastravelling behind
me aswefollowed the chariot together.

Then the dream ended.
M eaning of the Dream

Themeaningisthat Lord Sri Venkateswarais
more eager than | am about these kalyanams. | felt
that | wasmoving slowly in gathering thethronesand
other materialsrequired, and that beforel completed
these preparations, He Himself would make the
necessary arrangements.| also felt that in the royal
wedding process ons, weshould display certain symbols
such asthe conch and discus (shankhaand chakra). |
saw inthisdreamthat the Lord isprotecting melikethe
eyelid protectstheeye. | offered countlessprostrations
to the Lord and His divine consort. On this Dasara,
under the Sravananakshatra, | felt blessed that theLord
showed mesuchadivineact. | told Him that wewould
begin thekayanam ceremoniesfrom Dasara2020. But
dueto COVID, spiritud gatheringsaredtill not permitted.
EverythingistheLord sgrace. For thisfirst year, if we
could conduct at |east seven kalyanams, the conditions
would be considered favourable,

Disappointment with Sri Venkatesam
Monthly Magazine

Regarding the December 2020 issue of the Sri
Venkatesam monthly magazine, toward the end of
November 2020, | again began to feel disappointed
about thispublication. At that time, | wrote down my
thoughtsasfollows:.

Date: 02-11-2020: We had been publishing the
Sri Venkatesam magazine under the Lord’s direct
command since April 2007. | had neither the

understanding nor the ability required for editing a
magazine, yet the Lord compelled meto start thiswork.
FromApril 2007 until today (except for two months
during COVID), wehave published it every month. At
times| felt asense of detachment toward it and wanted
to discontinue. But the Lord instructed meto continue.
Once, when | said | wanted to step away, Hewarned
methat it would belikebetraying Him. In 2016, at the
timeof redizing theintent of my resolution, when| again
expressed the wish to stop, Hemockingly said, “ So,
now you have gained the couragefor that?’ | took that
asHiswill that | must continuethiswork.

But now, while preparing the December 2020
issue, adeep discouragement filled meagain. Fedlings
like* Enough... | cannot continue anymore” arosein
me. On the other hand, the Lord never makes us do
anything meaningless. Only Heknowswhy Heismaking
medo thiswork. If | wereto stop publishing, it would
bedisrespecting theLord’'scommand. | felt that | would
lose theright to call myself “Govinda Dasu.” More
importantly, thereadership of thismagazineisdeclining
day by day. The chariot festival is not happening.
Subscribershave decreased. Themarketing peopleare
not doing their job properly. Dueto al thesereasons,
disappointment and disinterest grew inme, making me
fed likegivingit up. After this | wrotedownonly, “ This
tooistheLord sgrace.”

ChoosingtheDistant Path and
AbandoningtheNearby One

Date: 04-11-2020: Today the Lord clearly
explained the mistake | wasmaking. Yesterday (03-
11-2020), | went to visit Yadamata, agreat devotee
who had completely eradicated theword “1” from her
being. She is about 95 years old and lives in the
Peerzadiguda Sri Lakshmi Narasmhathe Lord temple.
| discussed many spiritual matterswith her. Findly, we
spoke about the japasamarpaGa (offering of chants)
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whichwehad been doing for many years, theupcoming
SrinivasaKayanams, and other mattersof the L ord.

| asked her about something that had been
troubling me:” The Lord told meto give up theword
‘I, that if | succeeded, Hewould give meareward.
But | havenot been abletodoit. What should 1 do?” She
repliedin her characteristicway: “ That isnot something
easy. Our mind must betied firmly toapost, liketying
acow with arope, otherwiseit will not obey us.”

| asked another question: “ Sometimesmy mind
wanders toward worldly desires. Thoughts arise
wondering why | amdoing thisservice. Why doesthis
happen?’ She replied: “You still have not lost your
fascinationfor worldly life. Thatiswhy it happens.”

Shetold methat shetoo had struggled alot to
reduce the sense of “1” and to develop dispassion
toward worldly matters. But she overcameit by the
grace of Sri Lakshmi Narasimha the Lord and by
walking the path He showed her. She said, though she
hasweslthy sons, daughters, and rel atives, shelives
aoneinthetemple, spending her daysin meditationon
the Lord. She added —in atone of disappointment -
that when onedestroysthesenseof “1,” onebecomes
even closer to God.

| bowed to her and returned home.

That night | fell adegpthinking deeply of theLord.
At 5am., | had a powerful dream. In it, the Lord
showed mevery clearly the state of my inner being. In
away, Hereveaedto mewhy | havenot yet reached
thegod. It wasadivinemiracle.

Dream dated 04-11-2020: | had to reach my
destination - Kasi. To help me get there quickly, the
Lord had arranged ahdlicopter. If wetravelledinit, we
could reach Kasi in two hours. The helicopter was
placed on awideroad. | and two others went there.
But wewere not allowed to sit inside the helicopter.

10

We had to hang on to the helicopter, holding onto its
tall, andreach Kad inthat manner. Theother twoagreed,
andeachhddthetall firmly with their hands. Then| too
held the helicopter’stail with both my hands- thetail
looked likethelong, rounded polesused to carry the
Lord'spaanquin. The helicopter started immediately
and wasready tolift off intotheair. Just then, fear struck
me. | wondered: “What if my handsstart achingwhile
hanging mid-air for two hours?What if | losemy grip
andfal?’ Thethought frightened me. Out of fear, | let
go of the tail. A moment later | reconsidered and
decided, “No matter what, | must hold ontightly,” and
tried againto grab the pole-liketail. But without giving
meany chance, without caring whether | had held it
properly or not, the helicopter lifted off intotheair. Right
beforemy eyes, it circled and flew toward Kasi. The
two companions, who had firmly helditstail, went with
it. | wasleft alone.

Stll, I did not giveup onmy intenttogoto Kas.
| was determined to reach Kasi somehow. Not wanting
towasteevenamoment, | immediately started walking.
| went along the road hoping for abus or some other
vehicle. But unfortunately, nonewere availableat that
time. Waiting would waste moretime. So, | continued
onfoot. It wasalong road. | had to crossabridgeon
thisroad. A river flowed beneath it, and large boats
would pass through it. Whenever such a big boat
approached, the bridgewould lift itstwo wingsupward
to let the boat pass unobstructed, closing the road
temporarily. | wason the bridge when thishappened -
thebridgedividedintotwo, liftingitswings, leavingme
with noway forward. Thequestion of how to crossthe
river troubled me. Yet | did not giveup. | did not wait
there. Somehow, | climbed down, swam across the
river with difficulty, and reached the other side. After
crossing, | wondered anxioudy how to proceed further.
Just then, abus came along that route. | boardedit. It
wastravellinginthedirection of Kag, butit did not go



all theway - it unloaded everyone at abus stand mid-
route, asthat wasitsfinal stop. | got down along with
theothers.

It was almost 2 a.m. now. | wondered what to
do next, and how to continue. | was exhausted, but |
did not want torest. | heard there wasahostel nearby
and that they wereready to givemearoom. Infact, it
wasthe samehostel roomwherel had lived during my
student days- the entire sceneflashed beforemy eyes.
Knowingthat | had come hereinthemiddleof thenight
on my way to my goal, the hostel staff came to me
politely and said there were no buses at this hour and
that | should rest for the night. But | did not want to
wastetime. My eagernessto reach thegoal had reached
itspeak. So, | refused their offer and continued onfoot.
| asked how far Kad till was. They said, “Very close...
only about 70 kilometers.” Everyonewasspeakingin
Hindi. Hearing that | was so close mademy heart very
happy. Someonesaid that if | took the shortcut, | could
reachinjust one hour. That delighted me even more.
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Theshortcut meant walking aong narrow pathsthrough
fields. Someotherswerea so going aongwithme. In
truth, therewasno path at all - wewere only walking
inthedirection of Kas through agricultural land and
forest-likearess.

Thelandownershad put fencing around their
fields. Wehad to throw our belongingsover thefence
firgt, then carefully dimbthroughwithout getting pricked
by thethorns, and retrieve our bel ongingson the other
sidebefore continuing. Inthisway, | wasa most about
toreachKas.

And then, thedream ended.

M eaning of thedream: It meant that instead
of choosing the easy path that the Lord had granted
me - the path by which | could havereached quickly -
| choseadifficult path and wastravelling toward God
inthehardway. If only | had given up thesenseof “I”
astheLordinstructed, thejourney would have been
easy. But becausel did not giveit up, | wasundergoing
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thesedifficultiesand travelling by alonger route. The
comforting thing, however, wasthis: | did not abandon
my effort, nor did | wastetime. | washappy that the
determination to reach Kasi somehow had taken deep
rootinmy heart.

After thisdream, | prayedthus:.” O Lord! O Sri
Venkateswara! | am Yours. | have offered myself
entirely at Your feet. | have made offeringsin Your
hundi,and | amapersonwithout any individudity of my
own. Soagain, | beg You - You alonearemy refuge,
my protector, my everything. Let meremain exactly as
Youwish. | havenever asked for liberation. If | have
another birth, grant meonly Your service- nothing el se.
Thiswasanother preciousgeminmy life.”

A Warning: Onemay havetotake many
resolves befor ereaching the goal

For sometimenow, | have been making intense
effortstoregain the Lord’ sgracein the same manner
asbefore. Every day | pray that the kalyanaprograms
- which were granted by the Lord’ sgrace - should be
onagrand scale, begin soon, and that | should perform
His service with unwavering devotion. Seeing this
determination of mine, the Lord revea ed yet another
wonderful teaching - another geminmy life Atfirg, |
did not fully understand itsmeaning. But after reflecting
uponit deeply, | redized itstruesignificance. Thiswas
an extremely profound divineact of theLord.

Initial understanding: | thought it meant: “ You
must spend theremainder of your liferemembering Sri
Venkateswaraand making othersremember Him.”

Later understanding: The true meaning
was.” You must reach your goa no matter what. If you
do not reach it with your first resolve, take asecond
resolve. If not with the second, take athird. But you
must reach it. Keep your attention fixed only on the
Lord and renounced| other distractions.”
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Thiswasagresat divineact, thekind adevotee
longsto experience. It wasasmall dream, but it carried
aprofound meaning.

In Chinnagundavelli, the path from our houseto
theirrigationwell in our fieldswasjust anarrow cart-
track of about 20 feet. Along that path camefirst my
elder uncle sfidds, thenthefid dsof our paternad cousin
Sattireddy, then the fields of the people from the
shepherd community, and finally ours. All of them had
built cattle shedsa ong thissame narrow pathway.

Dream dated 13-11-2020: | had gone from
Hyderabadtomy nativevillage, Chinnagundavelli. | was
inour (old) house. Early inthemorning, | waswalking
from our housetowardstheirrigationwell inour fields,
along thenarrow cart-track. | crossed my elder uncle's
field and walked up to Sattireddy’sfields. As| was
walking, | wasremembering theLord, chanting silently
inmy mind:

“Ramasaranam... Sri Ramasaranam...” At that
moment, my silent chanting began to sound to me
exactly likeamantrabeing recited into someone sear.
The soft sound | was uttering seemedtogointheform
of waves, touch the cattle shed far away in my elder
uncle’'sfield, and return to me mixed with music as
sweset, divine sound waves, touching my ears. Even
though | was chanting softly, it cameback tomelikea
loud, extremely mel odioussound. Thinking that it was
becoming too loud, | chanted even more softly. The
returned sound becamedightly softer, yet till cameback
with the same sweset resonance, touching my earsand
filling mewith great joy.In thismanner | walked up to
thecorner of Sattireddy’sland. Toreach our irrigation
well inour fidds, | hadtoturnleft there, so | turned my
atentiontotheleft and continued walking. After | turned
|eft, the path suddenly became much wider than the
previousone- likea60-foot road with a15-foot divider
inthemiddle. Onthisdivider, therewasashed built,



with road on both sides, and in this shed, cattle had
beentied. Atthisshed, | saw Sattireddy’sson standing
there because Sattireddy had passed away. Seeing al
this, | was surprised. | thought, “ The small path has
become large, the people have also
changed.” Continuing toremember theLordinthesame
way, | waswalking towardsour irrigation well inour
fields. At that point, the dream ended.

But even after waking, themantral had heardin
thedreamwastill echoing sweetly inmy ears.” Rama
saranam, Sri Ramasaranam...” At first, | could not
properly understand the meaning of thisdream. But the
true meaning was this: | must travel - always
remembering Lord Sri Venkateswara- with thegoal of
edtablishingaHarinamaK shetram at our irrigationwell
inour fields. | must remember Himanddsomakeothers
remember Him, and continue thisjourney with joy.
During thisjourney many thingsmay change - people
may change, placesmay change- but my journey must
not change. | must not become careless. If through my
carelessness the goal is not achieved, | must make
another resolve. Thisismy second resolve. If necessary,
| must even make athird resolveto reach thegoal. |
waswarned that | must serve earnestly and rigoroudy
toaccomplishthegod.

Readingtheexperiencesgranted by theLord

Lord Sri Venkateswaraof Tirumalagivesme
training in such away that every change beginsfrom
within me. Even though | forget certain thingsdueto
circumstances, when theright time comes, thosethings
re-emergefrom my heart with renewed forceand lead
meagain onto the path.

After completing the 16th japa submission, |
thought I had fulfilled my vow. Though | continued the
services, my inner longing andintensity had diminished.
Gradually | forgot that | was His servant, indebted to
Him, dependent entirely on Him. Thisstate continued
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for almost two years, from September 2018. But the
Lord onceagain brought all of thisback to the surface
through certain divine acts of His. He made me
remember my true inner state and brought about
repentance within me. On the occasion of my 60th
birthday, the L ord reminded methat | wascompletely
dependent on Him. The way He reminded me once
againthat | wasHisservant wasasfollows.

Intruth, when | think of myself asHisservant, |
feel immensejoy and my heart overflows. Eventhis
time, | was filled with great happiness. The Lord
commanded mein avery serious and angry toneto
read the experiences He had granted me, in away that
frightened me. And | too, withthe sameintensity, felt
joy thinking, “1 am Hisservant, so Hehasfull authority
overme.”

Thiswasawondrousdivine act, an experience
that only aservantisworthy of recelving. It alsoreveded
how Sri Venkateswarathe L ord followsperfect timing
ineverything Hedoes. Every divineact of Hisismeant
to achieve something. Now, by awakening the dormant
fedling of servitudewithin me, theLord ordered meto
read the experiences He had blessed mewith fromthe
beginning. Throughthis, thetransformation the Lord
desired in mereached itspeak.

Sarting from threedaysbefore 27-11-2020, the
L ord began creating adeep inner feeling within me
saying, “ Read your experiences.” But |, with disinterest,
kept postponing it saying, “ Tomorrow. .. tomorrow.” On
the third day, He warned me sternly in harsh
words:.” Can't you hear what | say? Even after telling
you to read your experiences, you are not reading
them!” | had never witnessed such anger fromHim. For
amoment, fear seized me- my legstrembled and my
body shook. But inthevery next moment, inwardly, |
amiled.” O Lord Sri Venkateswaral You are my master
and | amyour servant. You haveevery right to beangry
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with me - that iswhy you are scolding me.” Just asa
wife, when scolded by her husband, may outwardly
appear afraid but inwardly smiles, | too smiledwithin.
Thinking, “ You haveauthority over me, thatiswhy You
arereprimandingme,” | smiled with the pride of being
Your servant. That scolding brought mejoy - yet | was
careful nottolet theLord noticeit. Thus, by awakening
the dormant servant-consciousnesswithinme, theLord
commanded meto read the experiences.

Sear chingfor thediarieswherel had
recorded my old experiences

Meanwhile, | searched the entirehousefor the
sx booksinwhich 1 hadwritten downmy eerlier spiritua
experiences. | had kept them safely, but they were not
intheir place. My heart sank. | searchedinmany places
but could not find them. | wondered whether during
houserenovationsor wedding functionsthey might have
been misplaced. We searched everywherein thehouse
but found nothing.

Deeply distressed, | once again surrendered to
the Lord. | prayed with longing and began tryingin
variouswaysto pleaseHim. | said, “Lord, inmy life,
thetotal wealth | havereceived fromYouisonly these
experiences. If they arelogt, itisasthough | havelost
everything. | haveno peaceof mind.”

Finally, towintheLord’ sgrace, | madeavow:
“Prabhu! | will continuepublishingthe* S Venkatesan
monthly magazinefor asmany daysasYoudesre. This
ismy promise. But pleaseblessmeso that the six books
of experiences| havelost may befound.”

| prayed saying that they were aspreciousasmy
own life, that reading them gave meimmensejoy, and
begged Him to grant methat fortune again. But up to
03-12-2020, search after search yielded nothing. Of
thesix books:

» Thefirst and second were only photo copies,
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» Thethird had only some portion remaining,
» Thefourthwascompletely log,
» Thefifthand sixthorigindsweretill withme.

Theexperiencesrecorded between 18-08-2009
and 24-02-2011 could not befound. Finaly, asper the
Lord’'scommand, | began reading the experiencesthat
were available from 05-12-2020. As | read, | felt
immensejoy. | felt that | had become worthy of the
Lord'sgrace, and | wasoverwhelmed withjoy seeing
Hisdivineacts. | alsofelt that | could now determine
my duty and how my future conduct should be.

RealizingThat | Had Failed in theFirst Vow

| began reading, from the beginning, the spiritua
experiencesbestowed on meby theLord. Earlier, after
offering themerit of 16 yearsof service, | had put the
bottu (holy mark) on Hisforehead. But at that time
(07-09-2018), the Lord said that | had still not passed.
Eventhough | had served Him without any mistake, |
could not understand why the Lord said so. | smply
believed that Hewould fulfil my wishwhenever thetime
wasright.

Today was Kartika Ekadasi, Friday, 11-12-
2020. Today, once again, | remembered the Lord
wholeheartedly. | invited all thedeities. | offered the
merit of al my services performed from 2002 to 2020,
andinthepresenceof al thegods, | onceagain put the
holy mark on the Lord’s forehead. | prayed to be
blessed with the fortune of always remaining as
Govindadasa, and asked for forgiveness for my
mistakes.” Prabhu! | haveservedtothebest of my ability.
| cannot do morethan this. Theremay befaults- please
forgivethem. Kindly accept my placing of theholy mark,
whichisthevery goa of my life, and grant mejoy,” |
pleaded.

That night | waited with athousand eyes, but it
was of no use. Therewasno responsefromtheLord.



Intruth, because | had not destroyed theego of ‘ming’,
and because | had not attained the necessary
qualification, | hadfailed. But at that time, | wasnotin
astateto understand this.

My understanding unfolded gradually. Every day,
for nearly fiveto six hours, | continued reading the
experiences. Whiledoing so, on 16-12-2020, | redized
that | had failed in my vow. With sorrow, | wrotethe
following:

17-12-2020: | writethiswith adeeply pained
heart. | havefailedinthevow of offering 111 crores of
japaover 16 years, from 2002 to 2018. | could not
fulfil certain conditionsof thevow. Thisisthetruth- the
truth | have reasoned out. And the Lord Himself told
meon 07-09-2018, “You have not yet passed.” What
more proof isneeded?At that moment, my heart filled
with sorrow. It felt asthough the blood in my veins
froze. Itfeltlikeahugeweight had falenonme. | felt|
had nothing left inthisworld. | felt ashamed to show
my faceto my Lord. With my head bowed, | did not
know what to do. For so many years| had cherished a
sngledesire— but it remained unfulfilled. Thethought
that | had become unworthy of putting the holy mark
ontheLord’sforehead and inviting Him home - the
most cherished, magnificent event | had dreamt of
achievinginthislifetime- shook mecompletely. | felt
my birthitself had becomemeaningless.

Findly, | felt that | myself wasnot responsible-
itwasmy destiny that had brought meto thiscondition.
My fate had made melosethedigibility to apply the
holy mark and invite the Lord home. Some sin
committed in some past lifemust have caused this, and
| felt disgusted with mysdlf. | realizedinthefollowing
way that | had failed:

From 2002 onwards, each year | had to offer 7
crorejapainwhichat least 70,000 people participated,
continuing thisfor 16 years. If inal thisservicemore
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than one mistake occurred, the Lord said He would
not comehome. Thiswasthe condition - thewager. In
thevery first year, though 7 crorejapawere offered,
70,000 devotees did not participate. Because one
person wrote morethan one book, even though 70,300
bookswere distributed, the count decreased. But the
compassionate Lord Venkateswaraconsidered it the
first mistake and accepted it. To compensatefor this
shortage, dong with thedistribution of 70,000 chanting
books, achariot called“ Namo Venkatesaya’ washuiilt,
and from Hyderabad to Tirupati a 25-day chariot
pilgrimagewasundertaken, visiting asmany placesas
possi ble, encouraging peopleto writethe chants, and
involving devoteesinthe7-crorejapa. Inthisway, every
year, according to thevow, 7 croreswere submitted.
We continued thisuntil 2008.

On 15-10-2008, when my mother passed away,
| prayed to the Lord, offering one-third of my merit
and requesting Him to grant Vaikunthato her. Until
2008, | had submitted the 7-crore chant s times. One-
third of that - that is, the merit of two years - was
dlocated for my mother’sattainment of Vakuntha That
meanstwo yearswere reduced from my own count.
Thus, to complete my vow, theend year wasextended
from 2018t0 2020. That iswhy, when | said that | had
completed 16 yearsof 7-crore submissionsin 2018,
the Lord indicated that the vow was still incomplete.
After that, in 2019 and 2020 aswell, | submitted the
7-crore chant. But due to COVID-19, in 2020 we
submitted 7 crores without conducting the chariot
pilgrimage and without gathering 70,000 devotees.
Thus, in the 16-year observance of 7-crore chant
submissons, two mistakesoccurred. Asaresult, | failed.
| felt sorrowful, believing that dueto thesinsof my past
lives, COVID occurred and prevented therathayatra,
andthat | wasresponsiblefor it. Intheend, | failedin
my vow. | realized that the Lord had directed meto
read my past experiencesso that | might recognizemy
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failure. theLord forgivesamistake only once; Hedoes
not forgive it the second time. The same mistake
occurred during thefirst 7-crore submission in 2003
and againin 2020. Even though the second mistake
wasdueto COVID and not dueto my owninability to
conduct thechariot pilgrimage, | till experienced loss.
| considered thisto betheresult of my misfortune.

Today, | toldtheLord that | had failed and prayed
for forgiveness, and asked Him to suggest any remedy
to fulfil thevow. Until now, the servicel rendered to
the Lord seemed to havelost itsfoundation.

My current state: the Lord stands behind me
andisguidingthekalyanaactivities Ammavaru hasaso

given her consent for the kalyaGas. He hasawakened
thefeeling of servicein me. Hetold meto achievethe
goa no matter what. | sought forgivenessfor failingin
thefirst vow.

Blessingsof devotees: Asordered by theLord
TirumaaVenkateshwara, withtheonly intent of gaining
your benediction andto makeyou dl apart of theLord's
mission, evenif itisjust for youtoreceiveHisblessings,
weare publishing al these DivineActsof the Lord.
Hence, werequest every devoteewho hasread these
DivineActs, without any regard to age or gender, to
remind yoursalf of the Lord and blessthat we succeed
Inour misson at theearliest.

NAMO SRI VENKATESAAYA

Servant of Sri Venkateswara
GovindaDaasu (Pullagurla Sai Reddy)

1-1-53, Habsiguda, Hyder abad.
Phone : 040-27175250

! Email: srivenkatesham@gmail.com
Visit: www.srivenkatesham.org
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